
WonderKids™ FAQ for Individuals and Families 
Who can attend the WonderKids™ Program?

Child/adolescent with: 
 • A current autism spectrum disorder or social pragmatic communication disorder diagnosis
 • Between the ages of 5 and 20 
 • Has Medical Assistance (MA)
 • Is able to consistently attend WK, has reliable transportation, and can be dropped off/picked up on time
 • Has a current, appropriate psychological evaluation/written order recommending a social skills group 
  for a set number of hours (up to 15 hours/month)

What kids/teens would benefit from the WonderKids™ Program?

Kids/Teens with: 
 • Minimal to no physical aggression 
 • Minimal to no self-injurious behaviors
 • No significant safety concerns such as running out of building 
 • Independent toileting skills 
 • The ability to socially communicate at an age-appropriate level 
 • No routine self-stimulatory behaviors that would prevent the child from engaging in session or be
  disruptive to group progress
 • The ability to succeed in a 3:1 setting (does not require extended periods of one-to-one support)

How long are groups?

Sessions are 3 hours long.

How often do groups run?

Groups run year-round and individuals can attend 1 or up to 3 days per week, based on medical necessity.

What does group look like?

During the 3-hour session, individuals will participate in a discussion which is related to the topic of the 
week and sharing information about themselves. There is also a structured social activity, art, sensory 
time, snack, and a gross motor activity. All activities will be based on the topic or theme for the week.  

What should my child bring to group?

Children are required to bring their own snacks (including a drink or water bottle) to each group and should 
wear clean socks to participate in sensory activity.   

Are there items not allowed in group?

Cell phones, toys, electronics (including recording devices), homework, pocketknives, etc. should be left at 
home or with the parent/caregiver.  

What if my child needs medication while in group?

WonderKids™ staff are not responsible for storing or administering medications. If a child/adolescent 
needs to take medication during group they would need to self-administer the medication, or a 
parent/guardian would need to remain on site to administer medication.  Please speak to a supervisor 
prior to sending your child with medication. 

Is there an attendance policy?

Yes, individuals are expected to attend 80% or more of scheduled sessions. If an individual is a no call no 
show 6 times in 6 months they will be discharged. If an individual does not attend scheduled sessions for 
30 days they will be discharged from the program.

How many kids are in a group?

WonderKids™ has a 3:1 child/teen to therapist ratio with groups ranging from 3 up to 12 kids/teens per 
group.

Will my child be in a group with other kids their age?

Yes, kids are grouped by age and developmental abilities.  

How long will my child be in the program?

On average individuals are in the program for 2 years but this depends on each child’s progress. You and 
your child/teen will be part of discharge planning.

What do I do while my child is in group?

Parents are welcome to wait in the lobby or drop/pick up their child at designated times.  

What will my participation as the parent/caregiver be?

Parents will participate in the assessment and treatment planning process at intake and every 6 months 
thereafter. Parents will be given handouts from group, which include skills that should be practiced with 
your child/teen in the home and community.   

Who can bring my child to group?

Parents will provide a list of people that are allowed to drop off or pick up their child/teen at the initial 
assessment meeting. This can be updated by the parent at any time. Photo ID will be required for 
individuals that have been newly added to the drop off/pick up list.

What topics are covered in groups?

The WonderKids™ program utilizes a 40-week curriculum developed by Wesley Family Services. There is a 
review week for groups of topics every 6-7 weeks.  Some example topics include:
 • Conversation skills  • Dealing with conflict
 • Starting and maintaining friendships • Advocating for yourself 
 • Identifying and dealing with bullying 
 • Understanding nonverbal communication skills 

For referrals, email CentralAccess.Email@wfspa.org, call 412.342.2270, or visit us online at www.wfspa.org
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LOCATIONS IN: Bridgeville
100 Emerson Lane, Suite 1525
Bridgeville, PA 15017
tel  412.564.1172

Monroeville
4250 Old William Penn Highway
Monroeville, PA 15146
tel  412.573.0141

Wexford
16055 Perry Highway
Wexford, PA 15090
tel  724.443.8900

For referrals, email CentralAccess.Email@wfspa.org, call 412.342.2270, or visit us online at www.wfspa.org


